Executive Summary 

The Nicaragüita Youth Network (RJN) is a space for coordination that promotes comprehensive youth development and the strengthening of democracy through participation by the young. The contact person is Donald José Muñoz Canales, and offices are located at Residencial Las Mercedes, from Transagro one-and-a-half blocks west, house nr. E-131-A. Telephones: (505) 263-2269. E-mail: rednicaraguita@gmail.com
The RJN is a group of young people who have organised in the main provinces of Nicaragua and forged alliances with several other youth movements. It started up after a meeting called to reflect upon the national reality. Little by little progress was made until a decision was reached, among several organisations and individuals, to operate as a network.         

A project titled “Political education and building of citizenship among youth for the purpose of strengthening democracy in Nicaragua” is being implemented with support from the Common Fund. Estimated project duration for implementing the activities planned is of eighteen months (July 2007 / December 2008), and the investment is of USD 80,223.00. The benefiting population will be youths ranging between sixteen and thirty years of age, with a quota among participants of 60% women and 40% men. The political education process will directly benefit 360 youths in eleven provinces and the two autonomous regions on the Caribbean Coast. A maximum of eighty youths will be invited to each of the eighteen debate forums, for a total of 1,440 participating youths.      

The overall objective to contribute to the strengthening of democracy in Nicaragua through political education and the building of citizenship among youth. Likewise, the following specific objectives will be met:

· Promote leadership among the young that is conducive to transforming Nicaraguan political culture, the articulation of activities and the cohesion of youth organisations in a network. 

· Prepare and mobilise a socio-political agenda aimed at the young. 

· Propitiate the recognition of young people as strategic actors in the sustainable development of Nicaragua, through their advocacy work.

The results to be achieved by implementing project activities are:

1. Young people linked to civil society organisations contribute from their network to strengthen democracy and governance at local level. 

2. Youth sectors build, mobilise, reach consensus and demand a socio-political agenda aimed at the young from government agencies and political parties. 

3. Youth leaders linked to civil society organisations and their network, contribute to the transformation of Nicaraguan political culture. 

The strategies that make up the project can be summed up in the “Among Youth” methodology, which is based on the exchange of experiences and knowledge from youth to youth. This methodology will allow for an authentic and spontaneous participatory experience that can be systematised and stands as a contribution to new ways of working with young people, based on and adjusted to their interests. Gender equity will be a cross-cutting issue. 

Young men and women will direct videos regarding certain situations lived by Nicaraguan youth living in both urban and rural areas. These will be shown at cinema forums. 

There will be group discussions on specific problematic issues of interest to young people, such as education, employment, health, gender, ecology, culture, recreation, rural development, sports and citizen security, organization and participation. Each group will define the main problems or needs it has in these different areas, while putting forth proposals for solutions to the situations under discussion.  

The lists of proposals will thereupon be validated through a consultation to be promoted by the Nicaragua Youth Council. This activity includes gathering the signatures necessary to introduce these proposals for public policies, legal reforms and bills to the National Assembly (parliament).                

