Executive Summary

The Nicaraguan Centre for Human Rights (CENIDH) is a non-profit organisation granted legal standing by the National Assembly (parliament) by means of Decree 381. The contact person is executive director Bayardo Izabá Soliz. Offices are located in Barrio Altagracia, from the Montoya Texaco gas station, half a block south, Managua. Telephones: (505) 266-6262 and 266-6265. Telefax: (505) 266-8405. E-mail: cenidh@cenidh.org or direccion@cenidh.org
CENIDH was founded on 16 May 1990 in a complex national context of political polarisation and social and economic changes. The core and focus of our work are grassroots actors as individuals and organised social groups. The Centre is a founding member of civil society coordination spaces, among which the following stand out: the Coordinator of NGOs Working with Children (CODENI); the Nicaraguan Civil Society Network for Migration; Coalition of Free Trade Zone Workers; the Alliance for the Protection of Biodiversity in Nicaragua; the Network of Women Against Violence; the Nicaragua Chapter of the Latin American Council for Adult Education (CEEAL); the Education Forum; the Coalition for the International Criminal Court (ICC); the Network of Resource Centres for Women and Children (RECIMUNI); and the Ethics and Transparency Network. It also participates, though sporadically, in other inter-governmental and civil society spaces, such as the Nicaraguan HIV/AIDS Commission (CONISIDA), and inter-sectoral commissions in the provinces of Chontales, Matagalpa and Estelí.

The Common Fund is supporting a project titled “Defence and Promotion of Human Rights in Chontales – Boaco – Río San Juan and the RAAS Region (El Rama, Nueva Guinea and Muelle de los Bueyes).” 

The overall objective is to contribute to reducing impunity in cases of violations of the human rights of women in the Chontales region. 

This is to be achieved through the following specific objective:

•
Practices relevant to the defence of rights and the filing of complaints when these are violated have been promoted in society in order strengthen to call for effective state protection of human rights in laws, policies and public policies. 

Upon conclusion, the project expects to have reached the following results:

1.
Local citizen participation is encouraged to defend and call for the full enforcement of their human rights.

2.
Laws, policies and regulations aimed at protecting the rights of vulnerable sectors have been promoted through social participation.

3.
The population has been motivated to lodge complaints and oversee law enforcement.

4.
CENIDH capacities have been strengthened.

Institutional defence, promotion, advocacy and strengthening strategies have been defined for the purpose of:

· Promoting effective citizen participation to defend and call for the full enforcement of human rights, with emphasis on: 

•
strengthening the Network of Human Rights Promoters; 

•
influencing and strengthening alliances to promote human rights-based changes;

•
defending human rights with a gender and generational equity approach; and

•
create institutional capacities to provide quality assistance and achieve the results sought.

