Executive Summary

The SOLIDEZ Foundation is a non-profit organisation. It acquired legal standing in January 1990. The contact person is executive director María Félix Herrera Quiñónez. Offices are located in Barrio Larreynaga, from the El Edén bridge one block west and half a block north, Managua. Telephone: (505) 249-8422. E-mail: solidez@ibw.com.ni
SOLIDEZ was founded in 1988 on the initiative of a group of international volunteers who began work with individuals with a disability who had been adversely affected by Hurricane Joan. Since its inception, the Foundation defined as its mission to foster international solidarity toward people with disabilities in order to contribute to their integral rehabilitation and with it, their full participation in social and economic activities, while improving their living conditions.

The Common Fund is supporting a project titled “National agenda of proposals for public policies in favour of women with disabilities.” It is foreseen that activities will be ongoing for twenty-four months, with an investment of USD 82,100.97.

Upon conclusion of project activities the overall objective will have been met, which is to draw up a national agenda with proposals for public policies involving the participation as citizens of women with disabilities. 

This is to be achieved by means of the following specific objectives:

•
Develop the skills of leaders in organisations of women with disabilities (OMDs) and members of the SOLIDEZ team in the use of tools for effective citizen participation.

•
Facilitate settings for analysis at which leaders in organisations of women with disabilities and other like-minded organisations can meet and reach consensus on proposals for public policies.

•
Exert influence on decision makers as concerns the contents and implementation of a national proposal for public policies in programmes, plans, actions, and projects.

•
Raise awareness among decision-makers and the population at large on the need to draw up public policies in favour of women with disabilities.

It is expected that the planned interventions will yield the following results:

1.
Women with disabilities from 21 localities have strengthened their skills to undertake advocacy processes in order to put forward policies leading to their personal development.

2.
The promotion of leadership and empowerment of women with disabilities has allowed for active citizen participation, thus contributing to democratic governance.

3.
Alliances among women with disabilities have grown stronger by participating in sector round tables and work commissions or councils in their municipalities and nationwide, aimed at drawing up social and economic plans, projects and programmes that benefit them.

4.
Policies, plans, programmes, and projects aimed at the inclusion of women with disabilities have been promoted at government institutions.

5.
Decision makers and civil society are informed of the needs of women with disabilities.

6.
Coordination has been established with national entities to include representatives of organisations of women with disabilities at round tables focused on reviewing public policies.

7.
The population at large in 21 localities are informed of the needs and proposals drawn up by women with disabilities, through an awareness-raising and dissemination campaign.

The time period foreseen for implementation of the project is two years, during which participatory work methodologies will be put into practice, thus ensuring that the leaders of organisations made up of women with disabilities and similar organisations are directly in charge of drawing up and undertaking a process of consultation on the proposed local agenda that may serve as an input to define a national agenda.

Improvement of communication and coordination mechanisms a goal at each of the target localities. This is to be one of the outputs of regional meetings and will serve to build consensus on the crosscutting areas in the final document and their application to municipal government programmes and projects. Development of activities and strategies defined by the OMDs in each locality will be based on their needs and framed within the national agenda. This will guide the proposals to be submitted to the Municipal Development Councils and/or Municipal Rehabilitation Councils to which they belong, for the purpose of including these in plans, programmes, and projects promoted by municipal governments.

