Executive Summary
The Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation (FVBCH) is a pioneer organisation that has been promoting the right of access to information since 2002, thus contributing to creating increasingly favourable public opinion as concerns passage of a Freedom of Information Act. The contact person is foundation director Cristiana Chamorro. Offices are located in Plaza España, Malaga Building, Office B-9, Managua. Telephones: (505) 268-6500 and 268-6501. E-mail: fundvbch@ibw.com.ni
The FVBCH has promoted studies and proposals on the issue of access to information, which it has submitted to the National Assembly (parliament). These have been incorporated to the legal opinions issued by the Justice Commission. At present, the Foundation participates actively in the Promoter Group, which is made up of some twenty civil society organisations and public entities, and has been systematically working since 2005 in putting forward a bill based on a broad process of consultation with the most varied focus groups. The Group has held more than thirty forums nationwide.

The Common Fund is supporting a project titled “Citizen participation and advocacy to consolidate the right of access to public information.” The time period foreseen for implementation of the project is of thirty-two months (October 2006 to June 2009), with an investment of USD 150,000.00.  

Upon conclusion of project activities the overall objective will have been met, which is to strengthen the country’s democratic governance by means of citizen participation; combat corruption through transparency in public resources management; ensure government effectiveness based on quality control of the public information that is disseminated; promote citizen advocacy in the design and supervision of public policy implementation.

This is to be achieved by means of the following specific objectives:

•
Promote the approval and enforcement of the Freedom of Information Act.

•
Foster ownership of the law by citizens and use indicators to evaluate the effective delivery of the public information provided to the population.

•
Evaluate the effective resolution of appeals brought before the Supreme Court of Justice by means of a monitoring system and the dissemination of results.

•
Contribute to foster an ethics of transparency by establishing an award for those institutions that stand out in the efficient provision of information to citizens, while taking a critical position toward those that hinder the exercise of the right to information.

It is expected that the planned interventions will yield the following results:

1.
The Freedom of Information Act has been passed and goes into effect.

2.
Civil society has become knowledgeable of the mechanisms that the law facilitates for consulting documents and archives in public institutions. Likewise, citizens are exercising their social right to be informed.

3.
Training workshops on the importance of access to public information are organised and held with the media, academic sectors, the population and public officials.

4.
Citizens point out weaknesses in the provision of information on the part of public entities and suggest alternative measures to improve the problems identified.

5.
A mechanism has been set up with the aim of following up on any appeals brought before the Supreme Court of Justice. 

6.
The media is informed of the resolutions issued by the Court as regards the appeals brought forth by citizens.

7.
A prize is awarded to the most outstanding institution in terms of effective information services provided to citizens.

The strategy that has been envisaged to implement this project is to engage simultaneously along two lines of action, namely with public institutions and with citizens. The work to be done is geared at promoting and consolidating a cultural change by encouraging a shift in attitude among public officials and the acquisition of new values by means of which information is considered the property of citizens, though safeguarded by public officials.

The other line of action is aimed at strengthening the role and participation of citizens by raising awareness and thus enabling them to exercise their right of access to information. The method to be used by the project is to interact with society representatives at various levels. At the broadest level the strategy is to disseminate opinions, analyses and reports of the activities carried out through the media for the purpose of including access to information on the public agenda.

Forums will be held at which talks, presentations, the orderly transfer of information and the implementation of training mechanisms will take place. As regards the establishment of alliances and synergies with civil society organisations, the FVBCH plans to continue to cooperate with organisations that make up the Promoter Group, thus consolidating the right of access to public information. 

